
 
 
 

VEGA C TO LAUNCH THE AIRBUS CO3D SATELLITE CONSTELLATION 
IN 2023 

  

Rome, 7th December 2020 - Today Arianespace and Airbus have announced the closing 
of the contract to launch the CO3D earth observation satellite constellation with Vega C 
in 2023. 

The CO3D constellation will feature 4 satellites weighting 300 kg each, which will be 
launched in a single rideshare Vega C launch to polar orbit at 500 km of altitude from 
the Guiana Space Center in Kourou. 

The CO3D constellation is made of optical earth observation satellites with a 50 cm 
resolution and with a high revisit rate to quickly produce 3D maps of the planet surface,  
and it is jointly developed with the French Space Agency (CNES). 

“We are proud to see that Airbus has picked Vega C as the launcher of choice for this 
revolutionary satellite constellation – stated Giulio Ranzo, Avio’s CEO. We are working at 
full steam to prepare for the Vega C maiden flight and look forward to demonstrate its 
full capabilities”. 

* * * 

Avio S.p.A. 
Avio is a leading international group engaged in the construction and development of space 
launchers and solid and liquid propulsion systems for space travel. The experience and 
know-how built up over more than 50 years puts Avio at the cutting-edge of the space 
launcher sector, solid, liquid and cryogenic propulsion and tactical propulsion. Avio operates 
in Italy, France and French Guyana with 5 facilities, employing approx. 1,000 highly-
qualified personnel, of which approx. 30% involved in research and development. Avio is a 
prime contractor for the Vega programme and a sub-contractor for the Ariane programme, 
both financed by the European Space Agency (“ESA”), placing Italy among the limited 
number of countries capable of producing a complete spacecraft. 
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